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Educational Conference 
 

LPHA:  60 Years of Promoting Health-  
The Wealth of Our State 

 
 

PRE-CONFERENCE PROGRAM AGENDA- Tuesday, April 15, 2008 
  

Pre-Conference Workshop 
 
8:00 am – 4:30 pm    “Pandemic Flu Workshop”                                             Cypress I 
     Presented by:  Frank Welch, MD        (by Invitation Only)     
 
10:00 am –12:00 pm “Points of Distribution System”                                               Bayou Levee             
            Presented by:  Joseph Contiguglia, MD, MPH & TM, MBA  
                
2:00 pm – 4:00 pm        Pre-Conference Governing Council Meeting                Chairman’s Library              
                                                                                                                            
4:00 pm – 6:15 pm      President’s Reception                       (by Invitation Only)                   
 
                          

PRE-CONFERENCE PROGRAM AGENDA – Wednesday, April 16, 2008 
 
7:30 am – 4:00 pm    Registration                             Atrium 
 
10:30 am – 4:30 pm  Exhibits                           Premier III 
 

Pre-conference Workshops 
 
8:00 am –10:00 am    “Training in Risk & Crisis Communication:                     Mississippi Delta 

 Tools & Principles”             
                                    Presented by:  Vincent Covello, PhD    
  
8:00 am –10:00 am “Liquid Based Cytology Training”                             Samuel Clemens/      
                                                     Presented by:  Mike Kossman,                                                   Natchez 
          Center for Disease Detection 
 
8:30 am –12:30 pm  “LERN/EMS Meeting”                                Room 253 
    Louisiana Emergency Response Network 
    Facilitated by:  Ross Pottschmidt        (by Invitation Only) 
 
8:30 am –12:30 pm  “Regional Volunteer Coordinator’s Meeting”                Creole 
    Facilitated by:  Mardrah Starks, MPA  (by Invitation Only) 
 
 



 
 
 
 
9:00 am –11:00 am  “Grief Counseling”                                           River Boat 
     Presented by:  Paula Zeanah, BSN, MSN, PhD 
    Facilitated by:  Patricia Calvin Scott, MSW, LCSW 
 
10:00 am –11:30 pm “Management of Radiological Casualties”                       Mississippi Delta                
                                Presented by:  Joseph Contiguglia, MD, MPH & TM, MBA 
 

PROGRAM AGENDA – Wednesday, April 16, 2008 
 

1:00 pm –1:30 pm  Opening Ceremonies                       Premier II 
    Welcome by Chuck Methvien, RS, President LPHA 
 
     Posting of the Colors:  American Legion Nicholson Post 38 
 
    Pledge of Allegiance:  Rachael Bruce, RS, MS – 1st Vice President 
 
    National Anthem:  Nathan Lyle Penalber 
 
    Prayer:  Rev. David L. Blackwell, EdD 
 
                                      Moment of Silence  
 
    Welcome by Kip Holden, Mayor of Baton Rouge 
                    
1:30 pm – 4:30 pm  Opening Plenary Session                                          Premier II 
                Moderator:  Rachael Bruce, RS, MS 
 

1:30 pm –2:30 pm  “Communicating from the Frontline:  Principles & 
Techniques for Effective Communication about Risks in High Stress, 
High Concern Situations” 

     Presented by: Vincent Covello, PhD 
 

2:30 pm –3:30pm  Poster Sessions                                             Atrium 
    Lisa Longfellow, MPH              
    
    Exhibits                                                                Premier III 
 
    Health Break                                                Atrium 
     

3:30 pm – 4:30 pm  “Pandemic Flu Workshop”                           Premier II 
     Presented by: Frank Welch, MD 
  
4:30 pm –6:30 pm  Hospitality Suite                                                 Bayou Levee 
     Sponsored by: Louisiana Rural Water Association (LRWA) and  

Louisiana Public Health Association (LPHA) Local Arrangements  
 
6:00 pm –8:00 pm  Crawfish Boil                                             Poolside 
    Sponsored by:  LPHA Local Arrangements 



 
 
8:30 pm –1:00 am  Dance                                                            Premier I & II 
                                   Featuring:  “Little Kenny & The Heartbreakers” 
    Sponsored by:  C & L Aqua Professionals, owner Steve Belchey 

    and LPHA Local Arrangements  
    

 
PROGRAM AGENDA- Thursday, April, 17, 2008 

 
8:00 am – 9:00 am  Past President’s Round Table Breakfast                                  Restaurant 
    Moderator:  Cheryl Ewing, RN, BSN 
                        Immediate Past President 
  
8:00 am – 4:00 pm       Registration                                                                              Atrium 
             
8:00 am – 5:00 pm    Exhibits                                                      Premier III 
 
10:00 am –10:30 am    Health Break                                                                   Atrium 
               
9:00 am –12:00 pm   Section Meetings 
 
      Administrators and Physicians                                    Creole 
      Moderator and Section Chair:  Takeisha C. Davis, MD, MPH 

9:00 am –10:00 am   Business Meeting 
 
10:30 am –12:00 pm  “The Role of Public Health in the Medical  
Home Framework” 
Presented by:  Karen DeSalvo, MD, MPH, MSc   

 
 

Allied Health Services                                            Natchez 
              Moderator:  Sharon Starks, MSW 

Section Chair:  Julie Landry, LCSW, ACSW                                    
9:00 am –10:00 am  Business Meeting   

 
10:30 am –11:05 am  “Overview of Tuberculosis and Allied Health 
Professionals in Louisiana” 

                                            Presented by:  Carlos Alcantara, BS, MS 
 

11:10 am –11:40 am  “Disease Prevention and Treatment” 
    Presented by:  Dean Baker Ellithorpe, MD  
 
 
     Clerical and Statistical                                                    Cypress I  
       Moderator and Section Chair: Pam McNeil 

9:00 am –10:00 am  Business Meeting 
     

10:30 am –12:00 pm  “Vital Records:  The Road to Recovery  
and Beyond” 

                                           Presented by:  Darlene Smith  
 



 
Thursday, April 17, 2008 - Section Meetings cont’d 

 
 Environmental Health                                                     Premier II 
         Moderator and Section Chair:  Tenney Sibley, RS 

9:00 am – 9:30 am  “Actions and Procedures Followed During a  
Foodborne Outbreak” 

                                          Presented by:  Susanne Straif-Bougerois, PhD, MPH 
 
9:30 am –10:00 am  “The Role of Environmental Epidemiology” 

              Presented by:  Dianne Dugas, MSW, MPH 
 
10:30 am –11:30 am  “Dishwasher Information” 

                                           Presented by:  John M. Crum, Sr. 
  
 11:30 am –11:40 am  Sanitarian Services Update 
              Presented by:  Tenney Sibley, RS 
                                             

11:40 am –12:00 pm  Business Meeting 
 
    Laboratory                                           Samuel Clemens 
          Moderator and Section Chair:  Betty Day            
     9:00 am –10:00 am  “HPV:  The Clinical Perspective” 
                                           Presented by:  Shondra Williams, FNP-C, APRN, MSN 
 

10:30 am –11:30 am  “Chronic CLIA Compliance” 
                                           Presented by:  Sharron Fullerton 
 

11:30 am –12:00 pm  Business Meeting 
 

          Nursing                          Premier I 
             Moderator and Section Chair:  Beverly Lewis 

9:00 am – 10:00 am  “The Role of Public Health in  
the Medical Home Healthcare Delivery System” 

                                           Presented by:  Karen DeSalvo, MD, MPH, MSc 
 

10:30 am – 12:00 pm  Business Meeting 
 
    Retiree                     River Boat 

Moderator and Section Chair:  Cliff Murphy, RS  
9:00 am – 9:30 am  Business Meeting 
“Update on Home Town of Milton, Louisiana” 

              Presented by:  Larry Hebert, MD       
       

9:30 am – 10:30pm  “Retiring with Plants”  
    LSU- Rural Life Museum Horticulturist  
                                           Presented by:  Patrick Hegwood, PhD 

 
10:30 am – 10:45 am  Health Break 
 
10:45 am – 11:00 am  Cajun Humor 

    Presented by:  Larry Richard 



Thursday, April 17, 2008 - Section Meetings cont’d 
 
 
11:00 am – 12:00 pm  “Getting Prepared for Retirement and a  
Retiree Update” 

    Presented by:  Jannett Harris, LASERS 
     
12:00 pm –1:00 pm            Lunch                                                         Poolside 
                                           Sponsored by:  LPHA Local Arrangements                                                         
                                               
12:00pm –1:00 pm             Resolutions Committee Meeting                                                     Library 
                                           Moderator:  Tamara Morris, RS - 2nd Vice President  
 
1:00 pm –2:15 pm   Concurrent Session I   
    Breakout Session I                                            Premier I 
    Moderator:  Betty Day 
              “Working Across the Generation Gap(s)” 
              Presented by:  Lynette Granen, MT(ASCP), CLDir (NCA) 
 
                                  Breakout Session II                                                     Premier II  
 Moderator:  Tenney Sibley, RS 
                                           “Hormones in Food” 
              Presented by:  Fatemah Malekian, PhD 
 
    Breakout Session III                                                    Cypress II 
    Moderator: Tamara Morris, RS 

“Potential Benefits to Public Health for Implementing an Appropriate 
and Comprehensive Tobacco Harm Reduction Strategy”              

                                           Presented by:  James E. Swauger, PhD, DABT 
                                                         
 
2:15 pm –2:45 pm    Health Break                                                          Atrium 
             
   
2:45 pm –4:00 pm  Concurrent Session II    
    Breakout Session I                                            Premier I 
     Moderator:  Sylvia McClain 
                                           “Medical Ethics”                                       
              Presented by:  Ron McClain, LCSW, JD 
      
                                    Breakout Session II                                                                       Premier II 
    Moderator:  Julie Landry, LCSW, ACSW 
              “Alcohol and Substance Abuse:  Identifying Clients  

with Potential Problems” 
              Presented by:  Anne Byrne, MA, LPC, LMFT   
 
    Breakout Session III                                          Cypress II 
    Moderator:  Monica Pierson-McDaniels, MS, LDN, RD  
                                           “New WIC Food Packages-Time For a Change” 
              Presented by:  Elizabeth Sloan, MS, RD, LDN                   
                                 
                           



5:00 pm –6:00 pm  Hospitality Suite                                                           Bayou/Levee 
    Sponsored by: LRWA and LPHA Local Arrangements  
 
7:00 pm –9:00 pm  LPHA Awards Banquet                                                               Premier I 
 
 

PROGRAM AGENDA-Friday, April 18, 2008 
 
 
8:00 am –8:30 am  Breakfast Health Break                                                     Premier II 
    Sponsored by:  LPHA Local Arrangements 
 
8:30 am –12:15 pm  Closing Plenary Session                                                              Premier II 
    Moderator:  Rachael Bruce, RS, MS 
 
8:30 am –8:40 am  President’s Address 
    Chuck Methvien, RS 
 
8:40 am –10:00 am   Business Meeting 
    Presiding:  Chuck Methvien, RS  
 
     Agenda:       

Treasurer’s Report:  Becky Stith, RN, BSN –Treasurer 
    Election of Officers:  Cheryl Ewing, RN, BSN – Immediate Past President 
              Resolutions Committee Report:  Tamara Morris, RS – 2nd Vice President 
    Section Reports:  Newly Elected Section Chairs 
    New Business:  By-Law Amendment:  Dues Increase 
 
 
10:15 am –11:15 pm  “State of the State” Panel Presentation                                      Premier II 
             Moderator:  Jimmy Guidry, MD 
                                                              State Health Officer 
                                           Louisiana Dept. of Health and Hospitals 
 
             Presenting:  Alan Levine 
                       Secretary  
                       Louisiana Department of Health and Hospitals 
 
                                 Rony Francois, MD, MSPH, PhD 
                                 Assistant Secretary 
                       Louisiana Office of Public Health 
 
11:15 am –12:00 pm     Cajun Humorist -Kurt Gonsoulin 
 
12:15 pm –12:30 pm     Closing Ceremonies 
 
12:30 pm – 2:30 pm     Governing Council Post-Conference Meeting                                Library             
         (Immediately Following the Closing Ceremonies) 
 
12:30 pm – 4:30 pm  Public Health Emergency Preparedness Meeting              Mississippi Delta 
                                            (Immediately Following the Closing Ceremonies, by Invitation Only) 
    
   



 
 

Acknowledgement 
 

The Louisiana Public Health Association would like to gratefully  
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Thank you! 
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